














“Material Without Being Real”:


Emotion as the Essence of Reality





	F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic novel of life in 1920’s America, The Great Gatsby, tells the tale of a man consumed by love and his past�.  Jay Gatsby stands out from the other millionaires on the Long Island Sound because unlike them, he does not place value in the outside world of superficial gesture.  The character of Gatsby proves the novel’s message that man’s reality lies in his emotion, rather than in matters of outward appearance.�


	Gatsby’s deep love for Daisy shapes his reality by giving his life meaning. �When he first meets Daisy, Gatsby knows that if he kisses her “and forever weds his unutterable visions to her perishable breath, his mind will never romp again like the mind of God” (Fitzgerald 110).  Gatsby’s eternal vision �has found its source and reality in the imperfect, human Daisy Buchanan.  She completes him, causing him to be drawn to her every way, through the workings of his mind and dreams.�  In this moment, Gatsby essentially gives himself up to her cause, losing his identity in her forever, giving her his eternal devotion.  �When Daisy visits Gatsby’s mansion, he “revalues everything in his house 





according to the measure of response it draws from her well-loved eyes.  Sometimes, too, he stares around at his possessions in a dazed way, as though in her actual and astounding presence none of it is any longer real” (Fitzgerald 91).�  Daisy’s reality becomes Gatsby’s reality in this moment, as her vision is shown to Gatsby his purpose and clarity through her power to determine the worth of things.  The things Gatsby owns are only as real as how Daisy sees them. � Since Daisy is brought up in the world of appearance, she values gesture over emotion, so Gatsby’s means of achieving her love is through gaining status in society.  Through any method, however illegal, Gatsby furnishes a vast personal with every facet of glamour, knowing that Daisy’s standards are the only ones that matter.  When Nick learns of this underlying emotion behind all of Gatsby’s actions, Gatsby “comes alive to [Nick], delivered suddenly from the womb of his purposeless splendor”(Fitzgerald 78).  �Gatsby’s vitality, the reason behind his life, amounts to his love for Daisy.  Without this emotion to guide and nourish him, he is nothing more than a nebulous millionaire, but since Gatsby has Daisy, he is truly alive. �


	The superficial world of external appearance does not matter in reality to Gatsby other than as a way to win 





Daisy’s heart.  �Gatsby doesn’t care about his former dreams of fame and glory after he falls in love with Daisy, as he wonders what the use is of actually doing great things “if [he] could have a better time telling [Daisy] what [he] is going to do” [Fitzgerald 150�].  Gatsby does not care about anything besides Daisy’s happiness, and forgoes actual adventure for the pleasure of detailing his dreams to her.  In essence, he is devoted to her opinions of him so completely that he forsakes the real world; �it is trivial to him in comparison.  Gatsby’s library is impressive, but the books in it have never been read; because of this, a partygoer calls Gatsby “a regular Belasco” (Fitzgerald 45), implying that the possessions that make up his glamorous lifestyle are nothing more than an elaborate set.  All of Gatsby’s artificial roles as host, business tycoon and heir to a fortune are for Daisy’s eyes, for Daisy’s approval.  He doesn’t find satisfaction in reading a book, only showing its cover to impress Daisy.  This decadent lifestyle that makes Gatsby fascinating to outsiders “falls in like a card house at the disapproval in [Daisy’s] eyes” (Fitzgerald 114�).  After his own persona collapses under Daisy’s scrutiny, Gatsby is lost.  Without the hope of ever being with Daisy, Gatsby enters “a 





new world, material without being real” (Fitzgerald 161).  This material world of appearance strikes Gatsby as being grotesque, unfamiliar and full of “poor ghosts” (Fitzgerald 161), people without the vital reality of emotion.�


	The story of Jay Gatsby ultimately shows that reality lies with a man’s emotion instead of in the outside world of appearance. Gatsby’s greatness does not rest with the glamorous world of New York; Nick singles him out as being great because of his “extraordinary gift for hope” due to his love for Daisy, his internal reality that set him on another level than other men. This gift for hope is a definite quality of both American life and literature.  The capacity for dreaming that marks life in America is exalted in by Fitzgerald and readers alike, because without a dream, the world is hollow.  The internal source of all meaning lies in the dreams and hopes of men, which consequentially determines their fate and happiness.  �








CONVENTIONS: The student uses present tense consistently in his prose and in quoting the text.  The student uses third person.  The student states the student and the title of the work she is analyzing in the introduction. 








CLAIM: This is a sophisticated claim that deals with both the literal and figurative.  The student sets up the claim with needed information about setting and character. 








EVIDENCE: The student provides just enough context before the quotation.  The words “Gatsby’s eternal vision” further contextualize the evidence.  The evidence is about Gatsby’s emotional life and clearly relates back to the thesis.  








CLAIM: This topic sentence substantiates claim because it is about “man’s reality [lying] in his emotion.” 


Here, the student claims that Gatsby’s deep love for Daisy is the substance of Gatsby’s life. 








STYLE: The sophisticated diction of “eternal vision” and “workings of minds and dreams”


shows that the student is aware that she is writing to an academic audience. 








ANALYSIS:  The student analyzes the evidence with sophistication,


asserting that Gatsby’s “eternal vision” has become “eternal devotion” to Daisy.  Furthermore, the student makes clear, as the thesis asserts, that Gatsby’s reality “lies in emotion” by arguing that the agent of Gatsby’s change as “the workings of his mind and dreams.”








EVIDENCE:  This well-chosen quotation is entirely about his perception and emotion in Daisy’s presence.  It proves that Gatsby’s sense of “reality” is changed by this presence.  








CONVENTIONS:  The quotation is cited correctly. The author's name and page number are put in parentheses after the final quotation mark and before the end punctuation. 








ANALYSIS:  The student is specific in relating how the quotation supports the claim. The idea that Gatsby’s reality is utterly changed by Daisy’s judgment is bold and well-supported in what follows. 








EVIDENCE: The student proceeds to provide additional evidence that the book’s narrator is witness to Gatsby’s emotion.





STYLE:  The quotation is embedded into the syntax of the sentence.





CLAIM: The student’s 


second topic sentence qualifies and extends the first.  It states firmly that the character’s obsession with appearance is not his real emotion, but rather a means to an end.








STRUCTURE:  The two topic sentences build logically on one another and relate directly back to the thesis.  








STYLE: The quotation is embedded into the syntax of the sentence.








CONVENTIONS:  The quotation is cited correctly. The author's name and page number are put in parentheses after the final quotation mark and before the end punctuation.   The author also alters and brackets pronouns as needed to embed the quotation in the syntax of the sentence.





ANALYSIS:  The student extends her analysis to spell out for the reader how the evidence shows how Gatsby’s mind works.





EVIDENCE:  This well-chosen evidence relates directly to Daisy’s feelings about him, which ties back to “Daisy’s heart” in the topic sentence.





ANALYSIS:  The student analyzes the quotation to show that Gatsby’s collapse is directly related to Daisy’s opinions of him.  The ultimate rejection of Daisy causes Gatsby to feel not “real,” which relates back to the thesis and title of the paper. 








STRUCTURE:  The student provides a sense of closure by relating the thesis to the larger idea of an American dream. 











