
Welcome to 
Diamond Middle School!
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Diamond PTA
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Presidents:  
Karen Griffiths, Sarah Kuli, & 
Vanessa Keeney



Welcome to Middle School!
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Developmental Milestones & 
Challenges 
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● More communication with 
nonverbal skills - expressions 
and posture

● Major physical growth - often 
tired and more hungry

● Begin to learn what to say in 
different situations

● Sensitive to others’ opinions 
and reactions 

● Question things - like to 
debate and argue

● Begin to face peer pressure

● May misread facial expressions 
or be misunderstood by others

● May often say the wrong thing 
while learning

● May find it hard to get up in 
the morning or complete 
homework at night

● May debate and argue 
everything! 



Core Beliefs
We believe...

● in providing students with what they need 
when they need it  

● in fostering the development of the whole child 
● that middle school is a time to focus on  

social/emotional development and academic 
achievement 

● in a growth mindset, and recognize that 
mistakes are necessary for learning 
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Core Beliefs
We believe...

● that the middle school environment should 
support safe risk-taking so that students and 
staff can explore new and innovative ideas 
without the fear of failure 

● that collaboration is key to Diamond’s 
success.  The collective wisdom of various 
stakeholders, supported by individual and 
specific contributions, is critical in moving the 
work forward.  

● in approaching every conversation with an open 
mind and always assuming positive intent
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Our Team Approach
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Team Pegasus
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Team Apollo
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Team Artemis
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Team Athena
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Counselor - Ms. May
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Logistics
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Need-to-Knows
● Daily schedule:
◦ 7:40-7:50 - Students arrive
◦ 8:00 - Homeroom starts
◦ 2:50 - School ends

● Lunch:  
◦ 3 lunches/ 25 minutes each
◦ Students can bring or buy
◦ Same PIN
◦ All three grades are mixed
◦ No assigned seating

● Attendance: 
◦ E-mail: diamondabsence@lexingtonma.org
◦ Call the Main Office
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Need-to-Knows
Drop Off & Pick Up: 
● Front (Hancock St.) and back (Sedge Rd.) of building
● Yield to buses - Do not ever pass
● Hancock St. side is busses only until after 3:00pm 
● Always use the pick up/drop off loop in front

After School:
● Students must be with an adult 
● No after school care
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Sample Schedule
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Supports for Learning
● Child Study Process
● Guided Learning
● Math Intervention (“Mega Math”)
● Special Education Services
● Counseling & Social Work Services 
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Pro-Social & Leadership Skills
● DRUM Initiative
◦Diverse
◦ Responsible
◦United
◦Mindful

● Student Council
● Assemblies
● Health curriculum
● Individual leadership opportunities
● Classroom counseling lessons
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General Communication 

● Principal’s Newsletter - DRUMBeat
● Website: announcements and calendar
● Twitter: @DiamondMSPrin 
● PTA Coffees, Meetings & Events
● Group Emails, Calls, & Mailings
● Progress Reports & Report Cards 
● Back to School Night
● Parent-Teacher Conferences
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Specific Communication 
● Academic Teacher
● Special Education Liaison
● Team Leader
● School Counselor - Ms. May
● School Nurses - Ms. Spencer and Ms. Manning
● Main Office Staff - Ms. Hogan, Ms. Kelly, Ms. 

Farrell
● Assistant Principals - Mr. Klimasmith & Ms. 

Sharp
● Principal - Ms. Turner
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Activities 
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Sports & Intramurals
● Soccer, Field Hockey, X-C, Basketball, 

Baseball, Softball, Track, Lacrosse
● Basketball, Badminton, Volleyball, Ultimate 

Frisbee, Fitness Center
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Clubs

Math Team, Chess, Yearbook, Homework Club, 
Anime, Community Service, GSA, Science 
Olympiad, Magic the Gathering, Improv, 

Diamond Dispatch, Model UN, Mural Club, etc. 
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After School Drama for 6th Grade Students!

The Fall Play

Auditions are held in mid-September
Performances are in early November

IMPROV

2 Troupes!
Varsity and JV

Auditions in 
November

The Musical 
Production

Auditions are held in December
Performances are in March

Drama Classes
If the student is not in a performance 

ensemble they take drama!

One Semester    2x Week
Intro to theatre!

Rehearsal process, 
performance skills, and

technical theatre are taught.  

Drama Workshops!
OPEN to ALL STUDENTS!
Workshops are held 1x Month

Costume Design
Audition Skills
Shakespeare
Melodrama

Dance
Etc.



Field Trips

Regular Field Trips: ~$10 - $55
Overnight Trips 
● Washington DC - 8th Grade
● Ski Trip - 7th & 8th Grade
World Language Trips
● Quebec, Costa Rica, Spain, China, 

Taiwan - 8th Grade
Additional Optional Trips
● D-Minors to Florida
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Next Steps: 
Course Selection
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Next Steps…
March 28 - 5th grade students bring home…..
⚫ Student Information Form
⚫ Permission Slip to visit Diamond
⚫ Course Selection Directions
⚫ Select Foreign Language
⚫ Select Performing Arts choice

April 5 - Online course selection completed
April 26 - Student Information Form and 

Permission Slip returned to elementary teacher
May 1 : Visit Diamond!
SUMMER: team placement, schedules, etc.
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You will receive
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Website & Course Selection
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Course Selection: Student 
Portal
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QUESTIONS?
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