
For Children in Grades K-1 
reading at a 3rd Grade level

Here are 25 books chosen by the American Library Association & 
Children’s Book Council Joint Committee to provide guidance to 
parents, caregivers, teachers, librarians, and others interested in 

discovering books for children who read at an advanced level and are 
seeking more challenging, but still age-appropriate, books. 

New for 2017-2018



Annotations written by librarians

*A New Class (Star Wars 

Jedi Academy #4)

by Jarrett J. Krosoczka
olasti  

i tor tars ee er is sy e  
to be startin  s ool at t e 
e i A a e y  b t is sister  

ristina  is orri e  t at er 
baby brot er will be t ere to 
ra  er style  

Ada Byron Lovelace and 

the Thinking Machine 

by Laurie Wallmark
Illustrated by April Chu

reston oo s  
is bio ra y intro es 

yo n  rea ers to t e a a in  
A a yron o ela e  reator 
o  t e worl s rst o ter 

ro ra

Ada Twist, Scientist
by Andrea Beaty
Illustrated by David Roberts
Abra s  

e story o  A a  a yo n  
s ientist w ose a ily 
e bra es er assion or 
s ien e es ite so e essy 
e eri ents

*Anna Hibiscus

by Atinuke
Illustrated by Lauren Tobia

ane iller  
is ar in  boo  

oy lly etails Anna s li e 
in onte orary A ri a  
w ile ently e lorin  so ial 

sti e iss es in a way s re to 
a ti ate yo n  rea ers

Comets, Stars, the Moon, 

and Mars: Space Poems 

and Paintings
by Douglas Florian

o ton i in ar o rt  
last o  into s a e wit  

t ese oe s abo t stars an  
lanets

*Detective Gordon: The 
First Case

by Ulf Nilsson 
Illustrated by Gitte Spee

e o  
A a ter boo  ystery 
starrin  ete ti e or on  a 
toa  sear in  or t e t ie es 
be in  a stolen stas  o  n ts 
in a woo lan  se n

Echo Echo: Reverso 

Poems about Greek 
Myths

by Marilyn Singer
Illustrated by Josee Masse

ial oo s or o n  ea ers  
en in  
irror oe s eant to be 

rea  ba war s an  orwar s 
resent two si es o  lassi  
ree  yt s  

*Eyewitness Explorer: Bug 

Hunter

by DK
 

nterestin  b  a ts 
o bine  wit  lose 

oto ra s an  n a ti ities 
will i e yo n  s ientists  
interests

Frank and Lucky Get 
Schooled

by Lynne Rae Perkins
reenwillow oo s  
ar er ollins  
ran  an  is res e o  

y e erien e learnin  
in t e s ool  t at is t eir 
nei bor oo

How We are Smart

by W. Nikola-Lisa 
Illustrated by Sean Qualls
ee an  ow oo s  
oetry  bio ra y  an  art 
o bine to s are t e stories 

t at i li t t e i erent 
ways twel e in i i als learn

I Dissent: Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg Makes Her Mark
by Debby Levy
Illustrated by Elizabeth 
Baddeley

i on  ster  
e rst ewis  wo an to sit 

on t e nite  tates re e 
o rt  insb r s li e story 

an  t or e al ri ts 
or all is t e s b e t o  t is 

bio ra i al i t re boo

*Juana & Lucas

by Juana Medina
an lewi  ress  

e series eb t o  ana  a 
irl li in  in olo bia  an  er 
o  as   eal or ans o  

y oo y an  lari e ean

Mathematickles!
by Betsy Franco
Illustrated by Steven 
Salerno

ar aret  l erry oo s  
i on  ster  

A olle tion o  seasonal oe s 
t at reati ely in or orate 

at e ati al lan a e an  
on e ts

*Mighty Jack

by Ben Hatke
irst e on   a illan  

at starts as a nor al 
ar en be in  t e o se 

i ly rows  into a  
a i al n le wit  tiny onion 

babies  ins t at bite  
an  a ra on

Pugs of the Frozen North

by Philip Reeve
Illustrated by Sarah 
McIntyre

an o  o se oo s or o n  
ea ers  

A ste   ro  early a ter 
boo s  Not-So-Impossible Tales 

are a e  wit  bi  a ent re  
ir y is ts  an  li ely art



The Boy Who Loved 

Math: The Improbable 

Life of Paul Erdos

by Deborah Helligman
Illustrated by LeUyen 
Pham

oarin  roo  ress  
a illan  

A oyo s bio ra y o  
a e  at e ati ian a l 
r os

The Tragic Tale of the 

Great Auk
by Jan Thornhill

ro n woo  oo s  
is o ellin  boo  tells 

t e tr e story be in  t e 
isa earan e o  t e a  

a ol water en in li e 
bir  t at no lon er e ists

Tiger Boy

by Mitali Parkins
Illustrated by Jamie 
Hogan

arlesbri e  
A lai e  a t or itali 

er ins ra s an a ent re 
story abo t a yo n  en ali 
boy in sear  o  an es a e  
ti er b

Toys Go Out
by Emily Jenkins
Illustrated by Paul 
Zelinsky

earlin  oo s  an o  o se  

A a ter boo  abo t 
t e se ret li es o  st e  
ani als

Tricky Vic

by Greg Pizzoli
i in  oo s or o n  ea ers 
 en in  

A New York Times oo  
e iew est ll strate  

il ren s oo  o   
t is is t e tr e story o  t e 

reatest on an o  t e early 
t  ent ry

Trombone Shorty

by Troy Andrews 
Illustrated by Bryan Collier
Abra s  

e tr e story o  a si ian 
w o b e  t e o s to 
a ie e is rea s

Twenty-Two Cents: 

Muhammad Yunus and 

the Village Bank

by Paula Yoo 
Illustrated by Jamil Akib
ee an  ow oo s  

e story o  a obel ea e 
ri e winner w o an e  

t e li es o  eo le in o erty 
t ro  o n in  a i ro
loans ban  a in  s all b t 
si ni ant an es in t e 
li es o  illions o  eo le

Weekends with Max and 

His Dad

by Linda Urban
o ton i in ar o rt  

ir ra er a  rs es 
nei bor oo  a ent res 
wit  is a  as t ey bot  
a st to re ent an es in 
t eir a ily  

Wet Cement: A Mix of 

Concrete Poems

by Bob Raczka
oarin  roo  ress  
a illan  
a a s ir y oe s are 
n an  ins irin  ey re 

s re to oo  any yo n  
oets w o st on t now

it  

When the Beat Was 

Born: DJ Kool Herc and 

the Creation of Hip Hop
by Laban Carrick Hill 
Illustrated by Theodore 
Taylor III

oarin  roo  ress  
a illan  
e e itin  story o   ool 

er  w o is re ite  wit  
reatin  i o  si  in 
ew or  ity in t e s  

tol  t ro  r yt i  te t 
an  en a in  ill strations

 asteris s enote one boo  o  a series



Here are 25 books chosen by the American Library Association & 
Children’s Book Council Joint Committee to provide guidance to 
parents, caregivers, teachers, librarians, and others interested in 

discovering books for children who read at an advanced level and are 
seeking more challenging, but still age-appropriate, books. 

For Children in Grades 2-3 
reading at a 5th Grade level

New for 2017-2018



Annotations written by librarians

A Black Hole Is Not a 

Hole

by Carolyn Cinami 
DeCristofano
Illustrated by Michael 
Carroll

arlesbri e  
at is a bla  ole  
ere are t ey  ow o 

yo  n  one  A o li ate  
on e t is bro en own or 

yo n  rea ers

*A Snicker of Magic

by Natalie Lloyd
olasti  

o stay in i ni t l  
eli ity st re o t ow 

to brin  ba  t e a i  
brea in  t e s ell t at s 
been ast o er t e town 
an  er ot er s bro en 

eart

Amelia Lost: The Life 

and Disappearance of 

Amelia Earhart

by Candace Fleming
wart   a e  an o  

o se  
A ri etin  loo  at t e li e  

isa earan e  an  sear  
or le en ary a iatri  

A elia ar art

Cars on Mars: Roving 

the Red Planet

by Alexandra Siy
arlesbri e  

ea ers ollow t e 
o rse o  A A s ars 

loration o er ission 
as twin ro ers  irit an  

ort nity  e lore t e 
e  lanet

Dash

by Kirby Larson
olasti  

as  tells t e o in  story 
o  a a anese A eri an irl 
w o is se arate  ro  er 

o  on bein  sent to an 
in ar eration a  rin  

*Escape from Mr. 

Lemoncello’s Library

by Chris Grabenstein
earlin  oo s   an o  
o se  
yle ets to stay 

o erni t in t e new 
town library esi ne  by 
a o s a e a er i i 
e on ello  owe er  e 

st wor  wit  rien s to 
sol e les in or er to 
es a e

Flashback Four #1: The 

Lincoln Project

by Dan Gutman
ar er ollins  
ysterio s iss  sen s 

o r re r its ba  in ti e 
on a ission to a t re  or 
t e rst ti e  one o  t e 

ost i ortant o ents 
in A eri an istory  
Abra a  in oln i in  

is a o s ettysb r  
a ress

Genius!: The Most 
Astonishing Inventions 
of All Time

by Deborah Kespert
a es an  son  

Genius! tells t e stories 
be in  t e a a in  
in entions t at el e  
s a e o r o ern worl

Mountain Dog

by Margarita Engle 
Illustrated by Aleksey 
and Olga Ivanov

enry olt oo s or o n  
ea ers  a illan  

A no el in erse is tol  
ro  two oints o  iew  

tro ble  ony an  abe  a 
sear an res e o  w o 

el s ony learn abo t li e 
in t e wil erness

National Geographic 
Book of Nature Poetry: 

More than 200 Poems 

With Photographs 

That Float, Zoom, and 

Bloom!
by J. Patrick Lewis
Photographs by National 
Geographic

ational eo ra i  o iety  

oe s base  on a wi e 
ariety o  nat re to i s  
s ally wit  a so ial st ies 

or s ien e onne tion

Ophelia and the 
Marvelous Boy

by Karen Foxlee
an o  o se il ren s 
oo s  

A o ern ay airy tale set 
in a ysterio s se  
t at is er e t or rea ers 
o  oal  a l an  l e 

alliett

Random Body Parts: 

Gross Anatomy Riddles 
in Verse

by Leslie Bulion 
Illustrated by Mike 
Lowery

ea tree  
Anato y ri les wit  

i le el o ab lary an  a 
a es eare t e e

Raymie Nightingale
by Kate DiCamillo

an lewi  ress  
wo ti e ewbery 
e alist ate i a illo 

ret rns to er roots wit  a 
o in  aster l story o  

an n or ettable s er 
rien s i



* asterisks denote one book of a series.

Save Me a Seat

by Sarah Weeks and Gita 
Varadarajan

olasti  
wo boys  one w ite  one 
n ian  ain stren t  ro  

ea  ot er ro  a ar as 
t ey str le to na i ate 

i le s ool  a ily  an  
rien s i s

*Secret Coders

by Gene Luen Yang
Illustrated by Mike Holmes

irst e on   a illan  
n t is ra i  no el  o er 

is a new st ent at t e 
se reti e tately A a e y  

e an  new rien  ni se 
t e a i  o  o in  to re 
o t w at s been i en an  
w y

Sisters Grimm
by Michael Buckley
Illustrated by Peter 
Ferguson
Abra s  

r ans abrina an  a ne 
ri  are sent to li e wit  an 

e entri  ran ot er t at 
t ey a e always belie e  to 
be ea

Some Writer!: The Story 
of E.B. White

by Melissa Sweet
o ton i in ar o rt  

A as inatin  bio ra y 
e lores t e li e an  worl  
o  t e writer o  Charlotte’s 
Web i in  ie es o  is 

an s ri ts wit  new 
ill strations

The Dreamer

by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Illustrated by Peter Sis

olasti  
A tional bio ra y o  
yo n  oet ablo er a  by 

ewbery onor winner a  
o  yan  an  eat rin  

ill strations by t ree ti e 
al e ott onoree  eter s

The Hero Two Doors 

Down: Based on the 

True Story of Friendship 

Between a Boy and a 

Baseball Legend

by Sharon Robinson
olasti  

ase  on t e tr e story o  a 
yo n  ewis  boy in roo lyn 
w ose ero  a ie obinson  

o es in ne t oor an  
be o es rien s wit  i  
an  is a ily  es ite t eir 

i eren es  

*The Penderwicks: A 

Summer Tale of Four 

Sisters, Two Rabbits, and 

a Very Interesting Boy
by Jeanne Birdsall

no  oo s or o n  ea ers  
an o  o se  

is rst no el by eanne 
ir sall tells t e story o  o r 
ery o ern sisters  s n y 
eroines an  t eir s er 
oli ay isa ent res  

The Right Word: Roget 

and His Thesaurus

by Jen Bryant
Illustrated by Melissa 
Sweet

er ans  
e awar winnin  

ill strate  story o  eter 
o et  reator o  t e 

esa r s an  lo er o  wor s 
an  lists   

The Way Things Work 

Now

by David Macaulay
o ton i in ar o rt  
le er ill strations an  te t 

e lain ow t e te nolo i al 
won ers o  t e ast an  

resent wor

The Wild Robot

by Peter Brown
ittle  rown an  o  oo s or 
o n  ea ers  
obot o  is aroone  on a 
esert islan  an  be o es 
art o  t e wil li e a ily  b t 
er new li e is t reatene  

w en er reator is o ers 
er new o e

What Elephants Know

by Eric Dinerstein
isney y erion  

A t or an  renowne  
s ientist r  ri  inerstein 
ra s an i ersi e  

realisti  worl  e i tin  t e 
o le ities o  li e in t e 
e alese or erlan s rin  

t e s an  t e eli ate 
relations i  between an 
an  nat re

Wonderstruck

by Brian Selznick
olasti  

et y years a art in t e s 
an  s  two in e en ent 
stories en s tol  in 
wor s  ose s in i t res
wea e ba  an  ort  wit  

es eri in  sy etry  ow 
t ey n ol  an  lti ately 
intertwine will s r rise yo  

allen e yo  an  lea e yo  
breat less wit  won er



Here are 25 books chosen by the American Library Association & 
Children’s Book Council Joint Committee to provide guidance to 
parents, caregivers, teachers, librarians, and others interested in 

discovering books for children who read at an advanced level and are 
seeking more challenging, but still age-appropriate, books. 

for Children in Grades 4-5 
reading at a 7th Grade level

New for 2017-2018



Annotations written by librarians

A Time to Dance

by Padma Venkatraman
an y a lsen oo s  
en in  
e a li es an  breat es 
an e  ntil an a i ent 

s atters er rea s  is 
ins irin  story  tol  t ro  
erse  re o nts er str le 

to re ain er assion an  
n  ea e

Candy Bomber: The 

Story of the Berlin 

Airlift’s “Chocolate 
Pilot”

by Michael O. Tunnell
arlesbri e  

A  Air or e ilot ro s 
an y to t e il ren o  

blo a e  est erlin at 
t e en  o  t e ro ean 
on i t rin  orl  ar 

Earthrise: My 

Adventures as an 

Apollo 14 Astronaut

by Edgar Mitchell and 
Ellen Mahoney

i a o e iew ress  
e olle tions ro  t e 

si t  an to e er wal  on 
t e oon or yo n  a lt 
rea ers

*Everland

by Wendy Spinale
olasti  

n a on on estroye  by a 
blit  o  bo bs an  isease  

wen arlin  an  er 
siblin s n  sa ety wit  a 

are e il boy na e  ete 
an  is an  o  ost oys  

Falling Sideways

by Jordan Sonnenblick
olasti  
en laire s belo e  

at er ne e te ly as 
a stro e in ront o  er  it 

an es e eryt in

Girl Rising: Changing 
the World One Girl at 
a Time

by Tanya Lee Stone
en y a b oo s  an o  
o se  

A o ellin  olle tion 
o  stories o  irls aro n  
t e worl  w o rs e 
t eir e ation  es ite 
e orts to ee  t e  ro  
atten in  s ool

Gracefully Grayson
by Ami Polonsky

isney y erion  
rayson eels st  in t e 

wron  en er s bo y  b t 
o es to be ast as t e 
e ale lea  in t e s ool 
lay  rayson s o rney to 

sel is o ery will o e 
an  ins ire rea ers

Hour of the Bees

by Lindsay Eagar
an lewi  ress  

at oes it ean to be 
lly ali e  a i  blen s 

wit  reality in a st nnin  
o in o a e no el 

abo t a irl  a ran at er  
wan erl st  an  re lai in  
yo r roots

Legends, Icons & 

Rebels: Music that 

Changed the World

by Robbie Robertson, 
et al.

n ra oo s  
e li es o  twenty se en 
si ians are s ow ase  

in t o l bio ra ies  
or eo s artwor  an  s 

o  t eir si

Lincoln’s Grave Robbers
by Steve Sheinkin

olasti  
earn ow a o nter eitin  

rin  lotte  to ranso  
in oln s bo y to se re t e 

release o  t eir i risone  
rin lea er

Moonbird: A Year on 

the Wind with the 

Great Survivor B95
by Phillip Hoose

 oo s or o n  ea ers  
a illan  
ational oo  Awar

winnin  a t or illi  
oose ta es s aro n  

t e e is ere wit  t e 
worl s ost elebrate  
s orebir  

One Last Word: 
Wisdom from the 

Harlem Renaissance

by Nikki Grimes
loo sb ry A  
sin  t e ol en o el 
oeti  or  i i ri es 

s ares lassi  oetry an  
er own oe s to brin  t e 
arle  enaissan e to li e 

or yo n  rea ers

Pathfinders: The 
Journeys of 16 

Extraordinary Black 

Souls

by Tonya Bolden
Abra s  
A olle tion o  si teen ini
bio ra ies o  A ri an
A eri an trailbla ers  
bro t to li e wit  etaile  

istories an  ill strations

Red Scarf Girl: A 
Memoir of the Cultural 

Revolution
by Ji-li Jiang

ar er ollins  
is a essible 

a tobio ra y is t e 
tr e story o  one irl s 

eter ination to ol  er 
a ily to et er rin  a 

terri yin  era in inese 
istory



* asterisks denote one book of a series.

Sachiko: A Nagasaki 

Bomb Survivor’s Story

by Caren Stelson
erner  arolr o a  
n t e a er at  o  t e 

bo bin  o  er o etown 
o  a asa i  s r ior 

a i o as i see s sel
ealin  

Samurai Rising: The 

Epic Life of Minamoto 

Yoshitsune

by Pamela S. Turner
Illustrated by Gareth 
Hinds

arlesbri e  
is stylis  ra i  

a a tation o  t e ar s 
ro anti  tra e y o ers 

o ern to es an  
a i erse ast t at 

n ers ores t e story s 
ni ersality

Splendors and Glooms
by Laura Amy Schlitz

an lewi  ress  
ewbery e alist a ra 

A y lit  brin s er 
sor ery to a i torian 

ot i  t riller  an 
ent rallin  ar ly o i  
tale t at wo l  o i ens 

ro

The Boy Who 

Harnessed the Wind

by William Kamkwamba 
and Bryan Mealer

ial oo s or o n  ea ers  
an o  o se  

e e oir o  illia  
a wa ba  w o reate  

a win ill to brin  li tin  
to is a ily o e in 

alawi  A tr e story abo t 
in en ity ro  a ioneerin  
s irit

The Inquisitor’s Tale: 

Or, The Three Magical 
Children and Their Holy 

Dog

by Adam Gidwitz 
Illustrated by Hatem Aly

tton il ren s oo s  
an o  o se  

A e ie al tale  tol  ro  
lti le oints o  iew  

abo t t ree il ren wit  
e traor inary i s on an 
in re ible o rney

The Lightning Queen

by Laura Resau
olasti  

ns ire  by tr e stories 
eri e  ro  r ral e i o  

The Lightning Queen o ers 
a li se o  t e en o nter 
between t e o  an  t e 

i te  n ians  w ile tellin  
t e eart war in  story o  
an nli ely rien s i  t at 
s ans enerations

*The Ruins of Gorlan 
(The Ranger’s 

Apprentice #1)
by John Flanagan

olasti  n  
en een year ol  ill 

is re e te  by battles ool  
e be o es t e rel tant 

a renti e to t e 
ysterio s an er alt  

an  win s  rote tin  t e 
in o  ro  an er

The Watch that Ends 
the Night: Voices from 
the Titanic
by Allan Wolf

an lewi  ress  
e itani  story tol  in 

erse t ro  twenty
o r istin t oi es an  

e tensi e ba  atter  
in l in  o e  essa es 
to e i er an  istori al 

o ents

This Same Sky: A 

Collection of Poems 
from Around the World

by Naomi Shihab Nye
i on  ster  
oe s by oets ro  si ty

ei t o ntries  re e tin  a 
wi e ariety o  e erien es

Unidentified Suburban 
Object
by Mike Jung

olasti  
A satiri al b t onest loo  
at bein  bot  a bri t  
sensiti e i le s ooler  
an  a so alle  o el

inority  in a e i e ly 
not i erse town  wit  a 
s r rise twist

We Will Not Be Silent

by Russell Freedman
larion  o ton i in 
ar o rt  
e tr e story o  t e ite 

ose st ent resistan e 
o e ent t at e e  a i 
er any



We suggest the following sites for more book titles:
www.cbcbooks.org / www.ala.org 

uestions  cbc.info@cbcbooks.org

  A eri an ibrary Asso iation

“The READING BEYOND list celebrates the 

power of books to li  and e pand children’s 
minds, providing reading e periences beyond 

levels and limits.
- Susan Polos and Janet Wong, co-chairs of 

t e A A  oint o ittee

hese books were chosen from over  submitted 
for evaluation by the ALA member librarians of the 

committee and were chosen for their content, uality, 
and variety of genre and format.


