
For Children in Grades K-1 
reading at a 3rd Grade level

Here are 25 books chosen by the American Library Association & 
Children’s Book Council Joint Committee to provide guidance to 
parents, caregivers, teachers, librarians, and others interested in 

discovering books for children who read at an advanced level and are 
seeking more challenging, but still age-appropriate, books. 

New for 2017-2018



Annotations written by librarians

*A New Class (Star Wars 

Jedi Academy #4)

by Jarrett J. Krosoczka
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐѵ
(i1tor "tarsree7er is rsy1_e7 
to be startin] s1_ool at t_e 
�e7i A1a7elyķ b�t _is sisterķ 
�_ristinaķ is _orriCe7 t_at _er 
baby brot_er will be t_ere to 
1ralr _er styleĺ 

Ada Byron Lovelace and 

the Thinking Machine 

by Laurie Wallmark
Illustrated by April Chu
�reston �oohsķ ƑƏƐƔ
$_is bio]rar_y intro7�1es 
yo�n] rea7ers to t_e ala�in] 
A7a �yron �o�ela1eķ 1reator 
o= t_e worl7Ľs Crst 1olr�ter 
rro]ralĺ

Ada Twist, Scientist
by Andrea Beaty
Illustrated by David Roberts
Abralsķ ƑƏƐѵ
$_e story o= A7aķ a yo�n] 
s1ientist w_ose =alily 
elbra1es _er rassion =or 
s1ien1e 7esrite sole lessy 
e�rerilentsĺ

*Anna Hibiscus

by Atinuke
Illustrated by Lauren Tobia
�ane �illerķ ƑƏƏƕ
$_is 1_arlin] booh 
foy=�lly 7etails AnnaĽs li=e 
in 1ontelrorary A=ri1aķ 
w_ile ]ently e�rlorin] so1ial 
f�sti1e iss�es in a way s�re to 
1arti�ate yo�n] rea7ersĺ

Comets, Stars, the Moon, 

and Mars: Space Poems 

and Paintings
by Douglas Florian
�o�]_ton �iZin �ar1o�rtķ ƑƏƏƕ
�last o@ into sra1e wit_ 
t_ese roels abo�t stars an7 
rlanetsĴ

*Detective Gordon: The 
First Case

by Ulf Nilsson 
Illustrated by Gitte Spee
�e1hoķ ƑƏƐƔ
A 1_arter booh lystery 
starrin] 	ete1ti�e �or7onķ a 
toa7 sear1_in] =or t_e t_ie�es 
be_in7 a stolen stas_ o= n�ts 
in a woo7lan7 seমn]ĺ

Echo Echo: Reverso 

Poems about Greek 
Myths

by Marilyn Singer
Illustrated by Josee Masse
	ial �oohs =or +o�n] !ea7ers ņ 
�en]�inķ ƑƏƐѵ
�irror roels leant to be 
rea7 ba1hwar7s an7 =orwar7s 
rresent two si7es o= 1lassi1 
�reeh lyt_sĺ 

*Eyewitness Explorer: Bug 

Hunter

by DK
	�ķ ƑƏƐƔ
�nterestin] b�] =a1ts 
1olbine7 wit_ �rŊ1lose 
r_oto]rar_s an7 =�n a1ti�ities 
will rit�e yo�n] s1ientistsĽ 
interestsĺ

Frank and Lucky Get 
Schooled

by Lynne Rae Perkins
�reenwillow �oohs ņ 
�arrer�ollinsķ ƑƏƐѵ

ranh an7 _is res1�e 7o] 
��1hy e�rerien1e learnin] 
in t_e ľs1_oolĿ t_at is t_eir 
nei]_bor_oo7ĺ

How We are Smart

by W. Nikola-Lisa 
Illustrated by Sean Qualls
�ee an7 �ow �oohsķ ƑƏƏƖ
�oetryķ bio]rar_yķ an7 art 
1olbine to s_are t_e stories 
t_at _i]_li]_t t_e 7i@erent 
ways twel�e in7i�i7�als learnĺ

I Dissent: Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg Makes Her Mark
by Debby Levy
Illustrated by Elizabeth 
Baddeley
"ilon ş "1_�sterķ ƑƏƐѵ
$_e Crst �ewis_ wolan to sit 
on t_e &nite7 "tates "�rrele 
�o�rtķ �insb�r]Ľs li=e story 
an7 C]_t =or et�al ri]_ts 
=or all is t_e s�bfe1t o= t_is 
bio]rar_i1al ri1t�re boohĺ

*Juana & Lucas

by Juana Medina
�an7lewi1h �ressķ ƑƏƐѵ
$_e series 7eb�t o= ��anaķ a 
]irl li�in] in �ololbiaķ an7 _er 
7o] ��1asĺ  �7eal =or =ans o= 
��7y �oo7y an7 �lari1e �eanĺ

Mathematickles!
by Betsy Franco
Illustrated by Steven 
Salerno
�ar]aret �ĺ �1�l7erry �oohs ņ 
"ilon ş "1_�sterķ ƑƏƏƒ
A 1olle1tion o= seasonal roels 
t_at 1reati�ely in1orrorate 
lat_elati1al lan]�a]e an7 
1on1ertsĺ

*Mighty Jack

by Ben Hatke

irst "e1on7 ņ �a1lillanķ ƑƏƐѵ
)_at starts as a norlal 
]ar7en be_in7 t_e _o�se 
t�i1hly ]rows �r into a  
la]i1al f�n]le wit_ tiny onion 
babiesķ r�lrhins t_at biteķ 
an7 a 7ra]onĺ

Pugs of the Frozen North

by Philip Reeve
Illustrated by Sarah 
McIntyre
!an7ol �o�se �oohs =or +o�n] 
!ea7ersķ ƑƏƐѵ
A ster �r =rol early 1_arter 
boohsķ Not-So-Impossible Tales 

are ra1he7 wit_ bi] a7�ent�reķ 
t�irhy lisCtsķ an7 li�ely artĺ



The Boy Who Loved 

Math: The Improbable 

Life of Paul Erdos

by Deborah Helligman
Illustrated by LeUyen 
Pham
!oarin] �rooh �ress ņ 
�a1lillanķ ƑƏƐƒ
A foyo�s bio]rar_y o= 
=ale7 lat_elati1ian �a�l 
�r7osĺ

The Tragic Tale of the 

Great Auk
by Jan Thornhill
�ro�n7woo7 �oohsķ ƑƏƐѵ
$_is 1olrellin] booh tells 
t_e tr�e story be_in7 t_e 
7isarrearan1e o= t_e a�hķ 
a 1ol7water ren]�inŊlihe 
bir7 t_at no lon]er e�istsĺ

Tiger Boy

by Mitali Parkins
Illustrated by Jamie 
Hogan
�_arlesbri7]eķ ƑƏƐƔ
A11laile7 a�t_or �itali 
�erhins 1ra[s an a7�ent�re 
story abo�t a yo�n] �en]ali 
boy in sear1_ o= an es1are7 
ti]er 1�bĺ

Toys Go Out
by Emily Jenkins
Illustrated by Paul 
Zelinsky
+earlin] �oohs ņ !an7ol �o�seķ 
ƑƏƏѶ
A 1_arter booh abo�t 
t_e se1ret li�es o= st�@e7 
anilalsĺ

Tricky Vic

by Greg Pizzoli
(ihin] �oohs =or +o�n] !ea7ers 
ņ �en]�inķ ƑƏƐƔ
A New York Times �ooh 
!e�iew �est �ll�strate7 
�_il7renĽs �ooh o= ƑƏƐƔķ 
t_is is t_e tr�e story o= t_e 
]reatest 1onlan o= t_e early 
ƑƏt_ 1ent�ryĺ

Trombone Shorty

by Troy Andrews 
Illustrated by Bryan Collier
Abralsķ ƑƏƐƔ
$_e tr�e story o= a l�si1ian 
w_o b�1he7 t_e o77s to 
a1_ie�e _is 7realsĺ

Twenty-Two Cents: 

Muhammad Yunus and 

the Village Bank

by Paula Yoo 
Illustrated by Jamil Akib
�ee an7 �ow �oohsķ ƑƏƐƓ
$_e story o= a �obel �ea1e 
�ri�e winner w_o 1_an]e7 
t_e li�es o= reorle in ro�erty 
t_ro�]_ =o�n7in] a li1roŊ
loans banhķ lahin] slall b�t 
si]niC1ant 1_an]es in t_e 
li�es o= lillions o= reorleĺ

Weekends with Max and 

His Dad

by Linda Urban
�o�]_ton �iZin �ar1o�rtķ 
ƑƏƐƔ
$_ir7Ŋ]ra7er �a� r�rs�es 
nei]_bor_oo7 a7�ent�res 
wit_ _is 7a7 as t_ey bot_ 
a7f�st to re1ent 1_an]es in 
t_eir =alilyĺ 

Wet Cement: A Mix of 

Concrete Poems

by Bob Raczka
!oarin] �rooh �ress ņ 
�a1lillanķ ƑƏƐѵ
!a1�haĽs t�irhy roels are 
=�n an7 insririn]ĺ $_eyĽre 
s�re to _ooh lany yo�n] 
roetsŊw_oŊf�stŊ7onĽtŊhnowŊ
itĴ 

When the Beat Was 

Born: DJ Kool Herc and 

the Creation of Hip Hop
by Laban Carrick Hill 
Illustrated by Theodore 
Taylor III
!oarin] �rooh �ress ņ 
�a1lillanķ ƑƏƐƒ
$_e e�1itin] story o= 	� �ool 
�er1ķ w_o is 1re7ite7 wit_ 
1reatin] _irŊ_or l�si1 in 
�ew +orh �ity in t_e ƐƖƕƏsķ 
tol7 t_ro�]_ r_yt_li1 te�t 
an7 en]a]in] ill�strationsĺ

Ŗ asterishs 7enote one booh o= a seriesĺ



Here are 25 books chosen by the American Library Association & 
Children’s Book Council Joint Committee to provide guidance to 
parents, caregivers, teachers, librarians, and others interested in 

discovering books for children who read at an advanced level and are 
seeking more challenging, but still age-appropriate, books. 

For Children in Grades 2-3 
reading at a 5th Grade level

New for 2017-2018



Annotations written by librarians

A Black Hole Is Not a 

Hole

by Carolyn Cinami 
DeCristofano
Illustrated by Michael 
Carroll
�_arlesbri7]eķ ƑƏƐƑ
)_at is a bla1h _oleĵ 
)_ere are t_eyĵ �ow 7o 
yo� Cn7 oneĵ A 1olrli1ate7 
1on1ert is brohen 7own =or 
yo�n] rea7ersĺ

*A Snicker of Magic

by Natalie Lloyd
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐƓ
$o stay in �i7ni]_t ��l1_ķ 

eli1ity l�st C]�re o�t _ow 
to brin] ba1h t_e la]i1ķ 
breahin] t_e srell t_atĽs 
been 1ast o�er t_e town 
an7 _er lot_erĽs brohen 
_eartĺ

Amelia Lost: The Life 

and Disappearance of 

Amelia Earhart

by Candace Fleming
"1_wart� ş )a7e ņ !an7ol 
�o�seķ ƑƏƐƐ
A ri�etin] looh at t_e li=eķ 
7isarrearan1eķ an7 sear1_ 
=or le]en7ary a�iatri� 
Alelia �ar_artĺ

Cars on Mars: Roving 

the Red Planet

by Alexandra Siy
�_arlesbri7]eķ ƑƏƏƖ
!ea7ers =ollow t_e 
1o�rse o= �A"AĽs �ars 
��rloration !o�er lission 
as twin ro�ersķ "ririt an7 
�rrort�nityķ e�rlore t_e 
!e7 �lanetĺ

Dash

by Kirby Larson
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐƓ
	as_ tells t_e lo�in] story 
o= a �araneseŊAleri1an ]irl 
w_o is serarate7 =rol _er 
7o] �ron bein] sent to an 
in1ar1eration 1alr 7�rin] 
))��ĺ

*Escape from Mr. 

Lemoncello’s Library

by Chris Grabenstein
+earlin] �oohs  ņ !an7ol 
�o�seķ ƑƏƐƓ
�yle ]ets to stay 
o�erni]_t in t_e new 
town library 7esi]ne7 by 
=alo�s ]alelaher ��i]i 
�elon1elloĺ �owe�erķ _e 
l�st worh wit_ =rien7s to 
sol�e r���les in or7er to 
es1areĺ

Flashback Four #1: The 

Lincoln Project

by Dan Gutman
�arrer�ollinsķ ƑƏƐѵ
�ysterio�s �iss , sen7s 
=o�r re1r�its ba1h in tile 
on a lission to 1art�reķ =or 
t_e Crst tileķ one o= t_e 
lost ilrortant lolents 
in Aleri1an _istory ŊŊ 
Abra_al �in1oln ]i�in] 
_is =alo�s �ettysb�r] 
a77ressĺ

Genius!: The Most 
Astonishing Inventions 
of All Time

by Deborah Kespert
$_ales an7 ��7sonķ ƑƏƐƔ
Genius! tells t_e stories 
be_in7 t_e ala�in] 
in�entions t_at _elre7 
s_are o�r lo7ern worl7ĺ

Mountain Dog

by Margarita Engle 
Illustrated by Aleksey 
and Olga Ivanov
�enry �olt �oohs =or +o�n] 
!ea7ers ņ �a1lillanķ ƑƏƐƒ
A no�el in �erse is tol7 
=rol two roints o= �iewĹ 
tro�ble7 $ony an7 �abeķ a 
sear1_Ŋan7Ŋres1�e 7o] w_o 
_elrs $ony learn abo�t li=e 
in t_e wil7ernessĺ

National Geographic 
Book of Nature Poetry: 

More than 200 Poems 

With Photographs 

That Float, Zoom, and 

Bloom!
by J. Patrick Lewis
Photographs by National 
Geographic
�ational �eo]rar_i1 "o1ietyķ 
ƑƏƐƔ
�oels base7 on a wi7e 
�ariety o= nat�re tori1sķ 
�s�ally wit_ a so1ial st�7ies 
or s1ien1e 1onne1tionĺ

Ophelia and the 
Marvelous Boy

by Karen Foxlee
!an7ol �o�se �_il7renĽs 
�oohsķ ƑƏƐƓ
A lo7ernŊ7ay =airy tale set 
in a lysterio�s l�se�l 
t_at is rer=e1t =or rea7ers 
o= !oal7 	a_l an7 �l�e 
�alliettĺ

Random Body Parts: 

Gross Anatomy Riddles 
in Verse

by Leslie Bulion 
Illustrated by Mike 
Lowery
�ea1_treeķ ƑƏƐƔ
Anatoly ri77les wit_ 
_i]_Ŋle�el �o1ab�lary an7 a 
"_ahesreare t_eleĺ

Raymie Nightingale
by Kate DiCamillo
�an7lewi1h �ressķ ƑƏƐѵ
$woŊtile �ewbery 
�e7alist �ate 	i�alillo 
ret�rns to _er roots wit_ a 
lo�in]ķ laster=�l story o= 
an �n=or]ettable s�ller 
=rien7s_irĺ



* asterisks denote one book of a series.

Save Me a Seat

by Sarah Weeks and Gita 
Varadarajan
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐѵ
$wo boysķ one w_iteķ one 
�n7ianķ ]ain stren]t_ =rol 
ea1_ ot_er =rol a=ar as 
t_ey str�]]le to na�i]ate 
li77le s1_oolķ =alilyķ an7 
=rien7s_irsĺ

*Secret Coders

by Gene Luen Yang
Illustrated by Mike Holmes

irst "e1on7 ņ �a1lillanķ ƑƏƐƔ
�n t_is ]rar_i1 no�elķ �orrer 
is a new st�7ent at t_e 
se1reti�e "tately A1a7elyĺ 
"_e an7 new =rien7 �ni �se 
t_e la]i1 o= 1o7in] to C]�re 
o�t w_atĽs been _i77en an7 
w_yĺ

Sisters Grimm
by Michael Buckley
Illustrated by Peter 
Ferguson
Abralsķ ƑƏƏƕ
�rr_ans "abrina an7 	ar_ne 
�rill are sent to li�e wit_ an 
e11entri1 ]ran7lot_er t_at 
t_ey _a�e always belie�e7 to 
be 7ea7ĺ

Some Writer!: The Story 
of E.B. White

by Melissa Sweet
�o�]_ton �iZin �ar1o�rtķ ƑƏƐѵ
A =as1inatin] bio]rar_y 
e�rlores t_e li=e an7 worl7 
o= t_e writer o= Charlotte’s 
Web li�in] rie1es o= _is 
lan�s1rirts wit_ new 
ill�strationsĺ

The Dreamer

by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Illustrated by Peter Sis
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐƏ
A C1tional bio]rar_y o= 
yo�n] roet �ablo �er�7aķ by 
�ewbery �onor winner �al 
��ोo� !yanķ an7 =eat�rin] 
ill�strations by t_reeŊtile 
�al7e1ott �onoreeķ �eter "झsĺ

The Hero Two Doors 

Down: Based on the 

True Story of Friendship 

Between a Boy and a 

Baseball Legend

by Sharon Robinson
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐѵ
�ase7 on t_e tr�e story o= a 
yo�n] �ewis_ boy in �roohlyn 
w_ose _eroķ �a1hie !obinsonķ 
lo�es in ne�t 7oor an7 
be1oles =rien7s wit_ _il 
an7 _is =alilyķ 7esrite t_eir 
7i@eren1esĺ 

*The Penderwicks: A 

Summer Tale of Four 

Sisters, Two Rabbits, and 

a Very Interesting Boy
by Jeanne Birdsall
�nor= �oohs =or +o�n] !ea7ers ņ 
!an7ol �o�seķ ƑƏƏƔ
$_is Crst no�el by �eanne 
�ir7sall tells t_e story o= =o�r 
�ery lo7ern sistersķ sr�nhy 
_eroines an7 t_eir s�ller 
_oli7ay lisa7�ent�resĺ 

The Right Word: Roget 

and His Thesaurus

by Jen Bryant
Illustrated by Melissa 
Sweet
�er7lansķ ƑƏƐƓ
$_e awar7Ŋwinnin]ķ 
ill�strate7 story o= �eter 
!o]etķ 1reator o= t_e 
$_esa�r�s an7 lo�er o= wor7s 
an7 listsĺ  

The Way Things Work 

Now

by David Macaulay
�o�]_ton �iZin �ar1o�rtķ ƑƏƐѵ
�le�er ill�strations an7 te�t 
e�rlain _ow t_e te1_nolo]i1al 
won7ers o= t_e rast an7 
rresent worhĺ

The Wild Robot

by Peter Brown
�ittleķ �rown an7 �oĺ �oohs =or 
+o�n] !ea7ersķ ƑƏƐѵ
!obot !o� is laroone7 on a 
7esert islan7 an7 be1oles 
rart o= t_e wil7li=e =alilyķ b�t 
_er new li=e is t_reatene7 
w_en _er 1reator 7is1o�ers 
_er new _oleĺ

What Elephants Know

by Eric Dinerstein
	isneyŊ�yrerionķ ƑƏƐѵ
A�t_or an7 renowne7 
s1ientist 	rĺ �ri1 	inerstein 
1ra[s an illersi�eķ 
realisti1 worl7 7eri1tin] t_e 
1olrle�ities o= li=e in t_e 
�eralese �or7erlan7s 7�rin] 
t_e ƐƖƕƏs an7 t_e 7eli1ate 
relations_ir between lan 
an7 nat�reĺ

Wonderstruck

by Brian Selznick
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐƐ
"et C[y years arart in t_e ƑƏs 
an7 ƕƏsķ two in7eren7ent 
storiesŌ�enĽs tol7 in 
wor7sķ !oseĽs in ri1t�resŌ
wea�e ba1h an7 =ort_ wit_ 
lesleri�in] sylletryĺ �ow 
t_ey �n=ol7 an7 �ltilately 
intertwine will s�rrrise yo�ķ 
1_allen]e yo�ķ an7 lea�e yo� 
breat_less wit_ won7erĺ



Here are 25 books chosen by the American Library Association & 
Children’s Book Council Joint Committee to provide guidance to 
parents, caregivers, teachers, librarians, and others interested in 

discovering books for children who read at an advanced level and are 
seeking more challenging, but still age-appropriate, books. 

for Children in Grades 4-5 
reading at a 7th Grade level

New for 2017-2018



Annotations written by librarians

A Time to Dance

by Padma Venkatraman
�an1y �a�lsen �oohs ņ 
�en]�inķ ƑƏƐƓ
(e7a li�es an7 breat_es 
7an1eķ �ntil an a11i7ent 
s_atters _er 7realsĺ $_is 
insririn] storyķ tol7 t_ro�]_ 
�erseķ re1o�nts _er str�]]le 
to re]ain _er rassion an7 
Cn7 rea1eĺ

Candy Bomber: The 

Story of the Berlin 

Airlift’s “Chocolate 
Pilot”

by Michael O. Tunnell
�_arlesbri7]eķ ƑƏƐƏ
A &" Air 
or1e rilot 7rors 
1an7y to t_e 1_il7ren o= 
blo1ha7e7 )est �erlin at 
t_e en7 o= t_e ��rorean 
1onYi1t 7�rin] )orl7 )ar 
��ĺ

Earthrise: My 

Adventures as an 

Apollo 14 Astronaut

by Edgar Mitchell and 
Ellen Mahoney
�_i1a]o !e�iew �ressķ ƑƏƐƓ
!e1olle1tions =rol t_e 
si�t_ lan to e�er walh on 
t_e �oon =or yo�n] a7�lt 
rea7ersĺ

*Everland

by Wendy Spinale
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐѵ
�n a �on7on 7estroye7 by a 
blit� o= bolbs an7 7iseaseķ 
�wen 	arlin] an7 _er 
siblin]s Cn7 sa=ety wit_ a 
7are7e�il boy nale7 �ete 
an7 _is ]an] o= �ost �oysĺ 

Falling Sideways

by Jordan Sonnenblick
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐѵ
)_en �laireĽs belo�e7 
=at_er �ne�re1te7ly _as 
a strohe in =ront o= _erķ it 
1_an]es e�eryt_in]ĺ

Girl Rising: Changing 
the World One Girl at 
a Time

by Tanya Lee Stone
)en7y �alb �oohs ņ !an7ol 
�o�seķ ƑƏƐѵ
A 1olrellin] 1olle1tion 
o= stories o= ]irls aro�n7 
t_e worl7 w_o r�rs�e 
t_eir e7�1ationķ 7esrite 
e@orts to heer t_el =rol 
atten7in] s1_oolĺ

Gracefully Grayson
by Ami Polonsky
	isneyŊ�yrerionķ ƑƏƐƓ
�rayson =eels st�1h in t_e 
wron] ]en7erĽs bo7yķ b�t 
_ores to be 1ast as t_e 
=elale lea7 in t_e s1_ool 
rlayĺ �raysonĽs fo�rney to 
sel=Ŋ7is1o�ery will lo�e 
an7 insrire rea7ersĺ

Hour of the Bees

by Lindsay Eagar
�an7lewi1h �ressķ ƑƏƐѵ
)_at 7oes it lean to be 
=�lly ali�eĵ �a]i1 blen7s 
wit_ reality in a st�nnin] 
1olin]Ŋo=Ŋa]e no�el 
abo�t a ]irlķ a ]ran7=at_erķ 
wan7erl�stķ an7 re1lailin] 
yo�r rootsĺ

Legends, Icons & 

Rebels: Music that 

Changed the World

by Robbie Robertson, 
et al.
$�n7ra �oohsķ ƑƏƐƒ
$_e li�es o= twentyŊse�en 
l�si1ians are s_ow1ase7 
in t_o�]_��l bio]rar_iesķ 
]or]eo�s artworhķ an7 �	s 
o= t_eir l�si1ĺ

Lincoln’s Grave Robbers
by Steve Sheinkin
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐƒ
�earn _ow a 1o�nter=eitin] 
rin] rlotte7 to ransol 
�in1olnĽs bo7y to se1�re t_e 
release o= t_eir ilrrisone7 
rin]lea7erĺ

Moonbird: A Year on 

the Wind with the 

Great Survivor B95
by Phillip Hoose

"� �oohs =or +o�n] !ea7ers ņ 
�a1lillanķ ƑƏƐƑ
�ational �ooh Awar7ŋ
winnin] a�t_or �_illir 
�oose tahes �s aro�n7 
t_e _elisr_ere wit_ t_e 
worl7Ľs lost 1elebrate7 
s_orebir7ĺ 

One Last Word: 
Wisdom from the 

Harlem Renaissance

by Nikki Grimes
�loolsb�ry &"Aķ ƑƏƐƕ
&sin] t_e �ol7en "_o�el 
roeti1 =orlķ �ihhi �riles 
s_ares 1lassi1 roetry an7 
_er own roels to brin] t_e 
�arlel !enaissan1e to li=e 
=or yo�n] rea7ersĺ

Pathfinders: The 
Journeys of 16 

Extraordinary Black 

Souls

by Tonya Bolden
Abralsķ ƑƏƐƕ
A 1olle1tion o= si�teen liniŊ
bio]rar_ies o= A=ri1anŊ
Aleri1an trailbla�ersķ 
bro�]_t to li=e wit_ 7etaile7 
_istories an7 ill�strationsĺ

Red Scarf Girl: A 
Memoir of the Cultural 

Revolution
by Ji-li Jiang
�arrer�ollinsķ ƐƖƖƕ
$_is a11essible 
a�tobio]rar_y is t_e 
tr�e story o= one ]irlĽs 
7eterlination to _ol7 _er 
=alily to]et_er 7�rin] a 
terri=yin] era in �_inese 
_istoryĺ



* asterisks denote one book of a series.

Sachiko: A Nagasaki 

Bomb Survivor’s Story

by Caren Stelson
�erner ņ �arolr_o7aķ ƑƏƐѵ
�n t_e a[erlat_ o= t_e 
bolbin] o= _er _oletown 
o= �a]asahiķ s�r�ior 
"a1_iho +as�i seehs sel=Ŋ
_ealin]ĺ 

Samurai Rising: The 

Epic Life of Minamoto 

Yoshitsune

by Pamela S. Turner
Illustrated by Gareth 
Hinds
�_arlesbri7]eķ ƑƏƐѵ
$_is stylis_ ]rar_i1 
a7artation o= t_e �ar7Ľs 
rolanti1 tra]e7y o@ers 
lo7ern to�1_es an7 
a 7i�erse 1ast t_at 
�n7ers1ores t_e storyĽs 
�ni�ersalityĺ

Splendors and Glooms
by Laura Amy Schlitz
�an7lewi1h �ressķ ƑƏƐƑ
�ewbery �e7alist �a�ra 
Aly "1_lit� brin]s _er 
sor1ery to a (i1torian 
]ot_i1 t_riller Ō an 
ent_rallin]ķ 7arhly 1oli1 
tale t_at wo�l7 7o 	i1hens 
rro�7ĺ

The Boy Who 

Harnessed the Wind

by William Kamkwamba 
and Bryan Mealer
	ial �oohs =or +o�n] !ea7ers ņ 
!an7ol �o�seķ ƑƏƐѵ
$_e leloir o= )illial 
�alhwalbaķ w_o 1reate7 
a win7lill to brin] li]_tin] 
to _is =alily _ole in 
�alawiĺ A tr�e story abo�t 
in]en�ity =rol a rioneerin] 
sriritĺ

The Inquisitor’s Tale: 

Or, The Three Magical 
Children and Their Holy 

Dog

by Adam Gidwitz 
Illustrated by Hatem Aly
	�tton �_il7renĽs �oohs ņ 
!an7ol �o�seķ ƑƏƐѵ
A le7ie�al taleķ tol7 =rol 
l�ltirle roints o= �iewķ 
abo�t t_ree 1_il7ren wit_ 
e�traor7inary ]i[s on an 
in1re7ible fo�rneyĺ

The Lightning Queen

by Laura Resau
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐƔ
�nsrire7 by tr�e stories 
7eri�e7 =rol r�ral �e�i1oķ 
The Lightning Queen o@ers 
a ]lilrse o= t_e en1o�nter 
between t_e !ol an7 t_e 
�i�te1 �n7iansķ w_ile tellin] 
t_e _eartŊwarlin] story o= 
an �nlihely =rien7s_ir t_at 
srans ]enerationsĺ

*The Ruins of Gorlan 
(The Ranger’s 

Apprentice #1)
by John Flanagan
"1_olasti1 �n1ĺķ ƑƏƏƕ
)_en C[eenŊyearŊol7 )ill 
is refe1te7 by battles1_oolķ 
_e be1oles t_e rel�1tant 
arrrenti1e to t_e 
lysterio�s !an]er �altķ 
an7 win7s �r rrote1tin] t_e 
hin]7ol =rol 7an]erĺ

The Watch that Ends 
the Night: Voices from 
the Titanic
by Allan Wolf
�an7lewi1h �ressķ ƑƏƐƒ
$_e $itani1 story tol7 in 
�erse t_ro�]_ twentyŊ
=o�r 7istin1t �oi1es an7 
e�tensi�e ba1h latterķ 
in1l�7in] 1o7e7 lessa]es 
to 7e1ir_er an7 _istori1al 
7o1�lentsĺ

This Same Sky: A 

Collection of Poems 
from Around the World

by Naomi Shihab Nye
"ilon ş "1_�sterķ ƐƖƖƑ
�oels by roets =rol si�tyŊ
ei]_t 1o�ntriesķ reYe1tin] a 
wi7e �ariety o= e�rerien1esĺ

Unidentified Suburban 
Object
by Mike Jung
"1_olasti1ķ ƑƏƐѵ
A satiri1al b�t _onest looh 
at bein] bot_ a bri]_tķ 
sensiti�e li77le s1_oolerķ 
an7 a soŊ1alle7 ľlo7elŊ
linorityĿ in a 7e1i7e7ly 
notŊ7i�erse townĻ wit_ a 
s�rrrise twistĴ

We Will Not Be Silent

by Russell Freedman
�larion ņ �o�]_ton �iZin 
�ar1o�rtķ ƑƏƐѵ
$_e tr�e story o= t_e )_ite 
!ose st�7ent resistan1e 
lo�elent t_at 7eCe7 �a�i 
�erlanyĺ



We suggest the following sites for more book titles:
www.cbcbooks.org / www.ala.org 

 uestionsĵ cbc.info@cbcbooks.org

š ƑƏƐƕ Aleri1an �ibrary Asso1iation

“The READING BEYOND list celebrates the 

power of books to li[ and e�pand children’s 
minds, providing reading e�periences beyond 

levels and limits.Ľ
- Susan Polos and Janet Wong, co-chairs of 

t_e A�AŊ��� �oint �ollittee

$hese books were chosen from over ѳƍƍ submitted 
for evaluation by the ALA member librarians of the 

committee and were chosen for their content, tuality, 
and variety of genre and format.


