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Citizens for Lexington Conservation is a non-profit organization that relies on dues paid by
members to cover its expenses. Look at your mailing label to check your membership status. If
it says "Dues paid 2009," you are up to date. If it says "Dues paid 2008" (or earlier), then it is
time to renew your membership for 2009. If it says "Complimentary Copy," you are receiving a
complimentary copy of our newsletter because you are a Town Meeting member or other public
official in Lexington. We hope that those who receive complimentary copies will find our organi-
zation of value and will become dues-paying members. To join CLC or renew your membership
send $15.00 to CLC, P.O. Box 292, Lexington, MA 02420-0003.

There is an electronic version of the CLC newsletter, sent by email with a link to the
newsletter. This version of the newsletter has illustrations in color and live links, it ar-
rives much sooner than the snail mail version, it saves paper, and it costs CLC about $1
less per copy. If you are currently receiving your newsletter by snail mail, but would like
to get it by e-mail, contact Kate Fricker at kfricker@alum.swarthmore.edu

CLC Publications

Over the years CLC has encouraged members to write guides to the open spaces in
Lexington. These guides have been scanned and are available at no charge on our web
site, http://www.clclex.org. You may also use the web site to contact us about conserva-

tion-related happenings or sightings of unusual birds and wildlife that we can use on our
web site and in our newsletter.

Thank you Walk Leaders

CLC is grateful for the people who vo-
lunteer to lead our spring and fall
walks, even though some get rained
out at the last minute. Our thanks to
Bobbie Hodson, Maria Alberti Luber-
tazzi, Andrea Golden, Nell Walker,
Kate Fricker, and Ned Eisner.

A Picture Key to Ferns of Lex-
ington

There is a new publication on the CLC
web site, one that links descriptions of
the various characteristics of ferns with
photographs of them. You can locate it
from the CLC home page, at
http://www.clclex.org. Once you get to
the key, just click on any of the under-
lined descriptions to bring up a photo-
graph illustrating it. Use your back but-
ton to return to the key.
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Citizens for Lexington Conservation
Fall Walks 2009

Bird Walk, Looking for Warblers
Saturday, September 12", 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Since September brings back the spring warblers who are now migrating south, we
have a chance to view not only the adults but also the first year birds. A variety of birds
is possible. Free and children are welcome. Meet at the Allen St. entrance of Dunback
Meadow

Leader: Bobbie Hodson bobbiehodson@alumni.tufts.edu

Tree Walk on Meriam Hill
Sunday, September 20", 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Meriam Hill is an area which has some unique and lovely trees that you may never have
encountered. Join Nell as we walk around this special neighborhood. Meet at the inter-
section of Meriam St. and Edgewood. This walk is free and open to all.

Leader: Nell Walker (781)862-6943

Bird Walk, Looking for Sparrows
Sunday, October 4™, 7:30-9:30 a.m.

The sparrows are the migrants which we are looking for on this walk. Meet at the Allen
St. entrance of Dunback Meadow.
Leader: Bobbie Hodson bobbiehodson@alumni.tufts.edu

Upper Vine Brook Watershed Walk
Saturday, October 10", 2-4:30 pm

Explore the upper reaches of Vine
Brook. We will search for the source of
Vine Brook, see if we can locate where
the Vine Brook and Clematis Brook wa-
tersheds divide, and enjoy fall colors |
while circumnavigating the red maple
swamp that Vine Brook forms before
flowing on through the town. Wear |,
boots as we will be exploring off trail for
a good part of the afternoon and condi-
tions may be wet. Meet at the end of
Highland Avenue where it intersects
with Washington St.

Leaders: Keith Ohmart (781-862-6216)
and Gerry Paul (781-861-6279)
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The Lexington Tree Inventory Identifies Common Species

and Locates Potential Planting Areas
by Anne Senning

A tree inventory is an essential element in t
central goal of the Tree Inventory project was to focus on trees in the public right-of-way

on accepted streets, and trees in certain parks and cemeteries. The 2009 Tree Invento-

ry Project took stock of the species and con
trees. It also located 233 potential planting areas for new trees.

At 263, the Norway maple, Acer platanoides, was the most common species of tree
found in the 2009 summer inventory. The Norway maple is an invasive species. The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts banned its importation in July 2006, and its propaga-
tion and sale in January 2009. At 253, the Northern red oak, Quercus rubra was the
second most common species of tree inventoried this summer. It is a native tree with a
taproot that prefers uplands and hills. At 126, the third most common group was the
OMi xed groved. A mixed grove i s petigsstand as t w
ing either close enough to abut each other or up to 3 feet apart. Mixed groves are often
found along minimally managed roadsides. At 120, the Red maple, Acer rubrum was
the fourth most common species of tree inventoried this summer. This is another native
species, provides bright fall color and tolerates wet soils. At 114, the White pine, Pinus
strobus was the fifth most common tree species found in the 2009 summer inventory. It
grows in both upland and lowland areas.

Another goal of the Tree Inventory project was to locate potential sites where new street
trees might be planted in an environment tha
survival, while contributing to the beauty of Lexington and the health of its citizens. A
suitable planting area is a strip of land in the town right-of-way located between the si-
dewalk and the curb of the street (i.e., in the grass strip) or, where there is no sidewalk,
located in a lawn in the town right-of-way. It must be at least four feet wide and four feet
long. A planting area has three restrictions. It may not be located under overhead wires,
block the sight lines at the intersection of any streets, or be placed where it will block
existing trees in front of a property. The Tree Warden and the Tree Committee will use
this information about planting areas for new trees.

The summer Lexington Tree Inventory
project relied on two summer interns:
Yianni Laskaris of Northeastern Uni-
versity and Fred MacDonald, of Clark
University. They worked in conjunction
with members of the Lexington Tree
Committee, Lexington Friends of
Trees, and David J. Pinsonneault, Su-
perintendent of Public Grounds, De-
partment of Public Works. Peter Kara-
lexis and personnel in the town Engi-
neering Department provided technic-
al support.



